Nicene Creed

Brief History of First Council of
Nicaea
 325 A.D.
 First Ecumenical Council of the Catholic Church
 Called in response to Arianism
 Belief that Jesus was fully human but not fully divine

 Expanded on the Apostle’s Creed
 Laid out the Doctrine of the Trinity
 Defined the true nature of Jesus (100%
Human/100% Divine)

“I Believe…”
 Belief that demands a response.
“I believe that with God, all things are possible.” If I truly
believe, it will change my entire outlook on life.
 “’To believe” has thus a two fold reference: to the person and
to the truth: to the truth, by trust in the person who bears
witness to it.” (CCC 177)

“God the Father Almighty…”
 The name Jesus called God
 Brings all creation into intimate relationship with God
 By calling God “Father,” the language of faith indicates
two main things
 1. God is the first origin of everything and transcendent
authority
 2.God is at the same time goodness and loving care for all
his children.

 “He is neither man nor woman: he is God. He also
transcends human fatherhood and motherhood,
although he is their origin and standard: no one is father
as God is Father.” (CCC 239)

“All things Visible and
Invisible…”
 Some of the early heresies believed in God’s split
dominion - a good nature for the super-natural (that
which is not seen) and an evil nature for the natural
(that which is seen). By declaring all that is “Visible
and Invisible,” both natures are covered.

 Enforces the belief in ONE God

“One Lord Jesus Christ…”
 In Jesus’ time, “lordship” meant absolute,
undisputed ownership. The person called “lord”
was an absolute, undisputed master.
 By our profession of Jesus as “Lord,” like His
disciples, we signify that He is undisputed master
over our lives and is worthy of worship.
 “Christ” is not a name but a title.
 Means anointed one

Divinity of Christ
 “Only Begotten Son of God…”
 Jesus is in a unique relationship with God the Father. While
Hebrew kings were sons of God symbolically, Jesus is the
only Son of God by nature.
 “In the beginning was the Word ,and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God” (John 1:1)

 “Born of the Father before all ages…”
 Since God is eternal, the Son, being begotten of God, is also
eternal.
 “No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who
is himself God and is in closest relationship with the Father,
has made him known” John 1:18

Divinity of Christ Cont.
 “God from God, Light from Light…”
 God the Son exists in relation to God the Father. The
Son is not the Father, but they both are God.
 Rejects Modalism
 Belief that The Father, The Son and The Holy Spirit are
one God who changes roles

 “True God from True God…”
 God the Son is fully and utterly God, distinct from the
Father, yet not divided from the Father.
 Rejects the Arian belief that the Logos is the first
creation of God

“Begotten Not Made…”
 Monogenes means "pertaining to being the only one
of its kind within a specific relationship.”

 The Son is not created out of nothing
 Since the Son's birth from the Father occurred
before time was created, begotten refers to a
permanent relationship as opposed to an event
within time.

“Consubstantial with The
Father…”
 Means “same substance”
 the Father and Son both share the qualities and essential
nature that make one in reality God.
 However, sharing the same substance does not mean
they share identity of person.

 While certainly an inadequate example, think of three
humans: they share a common nature, the essential
qualities and essence of humanity, but are not the same
person
 “Through Him all things were made…”
 The Son is the agent and artificer of creation

Reason for Jesus
 “For us men and our salvation, He came down from
Heaven…”

 “By the Power of the Holy Spirit, he was incarnate
of the virgin Mary and became man…”
 Incarnate means “in human form” to “become flesh”
 Notes that the greatest work of the Holy Spirit is the
virgin conception
 The incarnation of God in Christ is the ultimate act of
love, because rather than sending an angel or good
human to accomplish the redemption and restoration
of creation, God Himself became human.

Reason for Jesus cont.
 “For our sake he was Crucified under Pontus Pilate…”
 “He suffered death and was buried…”
 Notes the fully human nature of Jesus

 “And rose again on the third day in accordance with the
Scriptures…”
 Jesus was not just physically resuscitated (as was Lazarus),
but rather his body was transformed at the resurrection.

 Cornerstone for the Christian Faith
 Highlights the obedience of Christ to the will of the
Father. His role as a servant is a model for our lives.

Kingdom of God
 “He Ascended into Heaven and is seated at the right
hand of the Father…”
 Marks Jesus as head of the Church so that we “may live in
hope of one day being with him forever.” (CCC 666)
 Jesus now intercedes constantly for us as a mediator by
sending the Holy Spirit.

 “He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead and his kingdom will have no end…”
 “When he comes at the end of time to judge the living and
the dead, the glorious Christ will reveal the secret
disposition of the hearts and will render to each man
according to his works and according to his acceptance or
refusal of grace” (CCC 682)

Holy Spirit
 “The Lord, the giver of Life…”
 Both Jesus and the Holy Spirit are called “Lord” to
reiterate the equality of the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit.
 The Holy Spirit is a “giver of life” in two distinct
ways:
 1. Creation of man (Genesis 2:7)
 2.New life through the forgiveness of sins (John 20:2123)

Holy Spirit cont.
 “Who Proceeds from the Father and Son…”
 Just as the Son is begotten by the Father, the Spirit is
proceeded by the Father giving the Spirit a unique
relationship with the Father and is fully divine.

 “Who with the Father and Son is adored and glorified…”
 All Three persons of the Trinity are equally worth of Praise

 “Who has spoken through the Prophets…”
 Recognizes that the Holy Spirit was evident in the Old
Testament and continues to inspire the Church today.
 Denies that the Holy Spirit was not active until Pentecost

The Church
 “I Believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church…”
 Holy
 By His Grace, Jesus makes the Church holy, just as He is
holy. The Church itself is holy because it is the source of
holiness and is the guardian of the special means of grace
Jesus established, the sacraments (cf. Ephesians 5:26).

 Catholic
 Not referring the domination
 “Universal” meaning the same Gospel is preached
everywhere

 Apostolic
 The Church was built upon the faith and witness of the
apostles and is continued through Apostolic Succession of
the church leaders

The Church cont.
 “I confess on Baptism for the forgiveness of sins…”
 Confess: to acknowledge one's belief or faith in;
declare adherence to.
 sacramentally, through the waters of baptism, God
forgives us of our sins, and we are born again.
 “Baptism is the first and chief sacrament of the
forgiveness of sins: it unites us to Christ…” (CCC 985)

 “And I look forward to the Resurrection of the Dead
and life of the World to Come…”
 Hope in salvation into Heaven

Why we say the Creed at
Mass
 “Amen”
 Thus the Creed’s final “Amen” repeats and confirms its
first words: “I believe.” To believe is to say “Amen” to
God’s words, promises and commandments; to entrust
oneself completely to him who is the “Amen” of infinite
love and perfect faithfulness. The Christian’s everyday
life will then be the “Amen” to the “I believe” of our
baptismal profession of faith:
 May your Creed be for you as a mirror. Look at yourself
in it, to see if you believe everything you say you believe.
And rejoice in your faith each day. (CCC 1064).

