Inside The Vatican:
Divine Mercy

Definition
• God's love reaching down to meet the needs and
overcome the miseries of His creatures.
• More than just the cancellation of punishment

• “The compassion in our hearts for another person's
misery, a compassion which drives us to do what we can
to help him” St. Thomas Aquinas
• The form that God's eternal love takes when He reaches
out to us in the midst of our need and our brokenness.
• The cross is the ultimate form of Divine Mercy and
modeled by the life of Jesus Christ

God and Mercy
• Divine Mercy is supremely manifest in
all of God's actions toward mankind,
and to show mercy must be the motive
and intention behind all of God's
actions in the world.
• “Divine Mercy is as infinitely perfect
as His Wisdom or Power, for it is
likewise God, and the same God, just
as Divine Wisdom and Divine Power
are God” (Pillars of Fire, p. 96). Fr.
Ignacy Rozycki

History
• Apparitions of Jesus
to St. Faustina
(documented in her
diary)
• Told to venerate the
image
• Given Divine Mercy
Chaplet

The image
• The two rays denote Blood and Water.
The pale ray stands for the Water which
makes souls righteous. The red ray
stands for the Blood which is the life of
souls. These two rays issued forth from
the depths of My tender mercy when
My agonized Heart was opened by a
lance on the Cross. Happy is the one
who will dwell in their shelter, for the
just hand of God shall not lay hold of
him (299). By means of this image I
shall grant many graces to souls. It is to
be a reminder of the demands of My
mercy, because even the strongest faith
is of no avail without works (742).

The ABC’s of Divine
Mercy
• A - Ask for His Mercy. God wants us to approach Him in
prayer constantly, repenting of our sins and asking Him to
pour His mercy out upon us and upon the whole world.

• B - Be merciful. God wants us to receive His mercy and let
it flow through us to others. He wants us to extend love and
forgiveness to others just as He does to us.
• C - Completely trust in Jesus. God wants us to know that
the graces of His mercy are dependent upon our trust. The
more we trust in Jesus, the more we will receive.

Divine mercy chaplet

Divine Mercy Chaplet
Cont.…
• “Encourage souls to say the Chaplet that I have given
you.” (Diary of St. Faustina).
• "Mankind will not have peace until it turns with trust to
My Mercy" (Diary of St. Faustina, 300).

Divine mercy Sunday
• Second Sunday of Easter
• Instituted by St. Pope John Paul II to enhance Feast of Mercy
• Complete pardon of sins for anyone who takes Communion
on Divine Mercy Sunday
• “I desire that the Feast of Mercy be a refuge and shelter for all
souls, and especially for poor sinners. On that day, the very
depths of My tender mercy are open. I pour out a whole
ocean of graces upon those souls who approach the fount of
My mercy. The soul that will go to Confession and receive
Holy Communion shall obtain the complete forgiveness of
sins and punishment. On that day all the divine floodgates
through which grace flow are opened. Let no soul fear to draw
near to Me, even though its sins be as scarlet.” (Diary 699)

Works of Mercy
• “The works of mercy are charitable actions by which
we come to the aid of our neighbor in his spiritual and
bodily necessities.” (CCC 2447)

• Spiritual works: instructing, advising, consoling
comforting, forgiving and baring wrongs patiently
• Corporal works: feeding the hungry, sheltering the
homeless, clothing the naked, visiting the
sick/imprisoned, burying the dead, and giving alms

